4. The system of claim 3, further comprising a riser having an upper end 
located at the surface and a lower end connected to the wellbore, said riser for dehvering 
the combination fluid from the wellbore to the surface. 

5. The system of claim 4, further comprising: 

a rotating head device connected to the lower end of the riser, said rotating head 
device for blocking return flow of the combination fluid from the wellbore into the riser 
when actuated; and 

a return line having an upper end located at the surface and a lower end connected 
to the rotating head device, said return line for establishing communication between the 
surface and the wellbore to facilitate delivery of the combination fluid from the wellbore 
to the surface when the rotating head device is actuated. 

6. The system of claim 5, further comprising a separation unit located at the 
surface for separating the combination fluid into a base fluid component and a drilling 
fluid component. 

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the density of the drilling fluid is adapted 
to facilitate underbalanced drilling operations. 

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the density of the drilling fluid is adapted 
to facilitate near-balanced drilling operations. ~ 

REMARKS 

A prompt examination and allowance of the pending claims in the above- 
identified application is respectfully requested. 
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